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Women Leaders in Law Enforcement
Speed Coaching Workshop
Wednesday, September 4, 2019 • 2pm-4pm
Name:

Valerie Tanguay

Email Address:

valmasner@gmail.com

Agency: San Bernardino SD (Ret.)
Phone Number:

951-313-7831

BIO:
From her earliest memories, Valerie knew that she wanted to have a career in law enforcement. While attending college in the late 1970's she was
hired by the San Bernardino County Sheriff's Department as a Records Clerk. Before being able to attend the Basic Academy she worked not only as a
Clerk but also as a Jail Matron, Dispatcher and 'Limited Duty Deputy'. After graduating the Academy she and her fellow female graduates were told by
the very intimidating and long-time Sheriff that "patrol is dangerous..... you can work in the jail but there is no way you're going to be assigned to the
streets." A few years later and after a new Sheriff was elected, Valerie was finally assigned to the High Desert where she was the only female working
patrol at a large substation.
Through a remarkable career that lasted more than three decades, Valerie worked as a Deputy in Corrections, Patrol and as a Tactical Officer at the
Basic Academy. As a Corporal she was selected to go through the FTO Academy where she successfully graduated as the only female and was
assigned to work as a Patrol FTO, lead patrol investigator and Watch Commander. As a Sergeant she worked in both Corrections and Patrol before
being promoted to Lieutenant. Initially assigned to Corrections, Lt. Tanguay was assigned as a shift Watch Commander, transferred as the Lieutenant
Commander of Transportation Division and finally as the Chief Executive Officer of West Valley Detention Center. After a short time at a Patrol station
she was assigned to the Employee Services Division where she was in charge of all aspects of Recruitment and Hiring, background Investigations,
department payroll, CCW training/permits and as a first responder for S.E.A.T., the Sheriff's Employees Assistance Team. The last ten years of her
career allowed Valerie to command Glen Helen Rehabilitation Center, Central Patrol, the Training Academy and Employee Services.
Valerie retired from San Bernardino Co Sheriff's Department in 2013 after nearly 36-years. In early 2014 she was hired as a Regional Consultant by
the Commission on POST where she spent the next 4-years traveling through multiple counties mentoring Supervisors and Training Managers
regarding best practices for hiring, retention and training. Valerie and her husband of 34-years moved to East Tennessee in 2017 and she now works
as the Planning and Grants Manager for Knoxville Police Department.
Valerie earned a Bachelor's degree in Criminal Justice, a B.A. in Liberal Studies and received her CA Teaching Certificate (grades K-3) before going to
the Basic Academy. Her experience as a Tactical Officer at the Training Center provided her the opportunity to become a Certified Instructor in
Firearms, Weaponless Defense, Tactical Operations, EVOC and Physical Training. While a Sergeant she graduated from the POST Supervisory
Leadership Institute (S.L.I.) and was chosen as a Facilitator for the program - a position she enjoyed for more than 10 years. She is a graduate of the
LAPD Westpoint Leadership Program and the FBI National Academy; in 2012 she earned a Masters in Public Administration (MPA) from American
Military University with a major in Human Resources and Management.

Fun fact about you:
When Val first started working in Sheriff's Records, she had an option of wearing business attire or the Uniform: green wool skirt, white
blouse and black pumps!
She is the Mother of 2, Step-Mother of 2, Grandmother & Step-Grandmother of 13.... and counting!

Book/article you recommend (include Author name):
'You Just Don't Understand: Women and Men in Conversation' by Deborah Tannen
"The Ideal Team Player" Patrick Lencioni

